Request for Approval from Ethics in Research Committee (Sample Proposal Form)

Name:


Ms XXX XXX




Asst. Prof. YYY YYY

Research Title: 
Color Coding vs. Abbreviations to Teach Word Order

Date: 


26 January 2009

Description of research: 

This study aims to investigate and compare the effectiveness of using abbreviations and color codes as metalanguage used to identify parts of speech in the sentence level, with the aim of improving language teaching. The 61 students studying Fundamental English III will be involved in two instructional conditions in which abbreviations or color codes is taught. The treatment sessions will be spread over a semester within the regular English class (15 minutes a class). Performance of both experimental groups will be compared through pre- and post-tests and six quizzes measuring the use of language and metalanguage.
Ethical issues and procedures

1. Consent 

· The teacher in this study is one of the researchers.

· All 61 students will be given the consent form. They will be told that their participation in the research is voluntary. In cases where the consent form is not signed, the researcher will not collect data from the student. Students will be free to withdraw at any time.

2. Privacy/ confidentiality 

· All students’ names will be replaced with pseudonyms.

3. Minimisation of harm

As different teaching procedures will be used with 2 groups of students: 

· There is no reason to believe that either procedure is more beneficial than the other.

· Focus of teaching will not be evaluated on the course so that this will have no effects on students’ grades.

· Time spent on teaching for research should still be beneficial for their language learning. 

Notes:

The description of the research starts with the research purposes and the potential benefits from the research.

There is a brief description of the research procedures, and what subjects are expected to do.
Concerns and justifications for action concerning the three key principles of research ethics are given. 
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